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Chris English

Subject: FW: Towns get new discretionary power on COVID matters

From: Thomas Hanley <THanley@middleburypolice.org>  
Sent: Thursday, September 03, 2020 2:36 PM 
To: Kathleen Ramsay <KRamsay@TownOfMiddlebury.org> 
Subject: RE: Towns get new discretionary power on COVID matters 
 
This is what I sent to John: 
 
 
The Governor’s vestment of regulatory authority in each community: 
 
This is a double-edge sword. First, it puts the onus and burden on individual communities to act to control the spread of 
COVID, which may add to economic stress on the local hospitality businesses.  Without a statewide policy there is no 
consistency from town to town – some  towns may be driven by health concerns as a priority over economics while 
others vice-versa. Some may want to get ahead of the curve while others may wait for outbreaks. 
 
On the other hand what uniform restrictions are relevant for a college town like Middlebury may not be relevant 
to  Vergennes, so uniform restrictions may not be ‘one-size fits all’. 
 
Right now, we are not contemplating more restrictive orders than what is specified in the Governor’s orders. The 
purpose of extending this authority to towns was to either mitigate community-wide transmission when  conditions 
exist for this to happen or to shut down an outbreak. There is nothing to indicate at this time a need to do that. As we’ve 
seen, most of our businesses are very much concerned about community health and impose their own restrictions on 
business practices-while some others have different priorities. The Governor established a baseline and kicked the ball 
to the towns.  We can only hope that in the event of an outbreak VDH will be able to be forthcoming to provide us data 
as to the cause and whether or not  enacting restrictions will be effective.  We will also monitor conditions, such as the 
frequency and nature of gatherings, reports of non-compliance, and other indicators that may form the basis for 
recommending restrictions to the board. 
 
 
From: John Flowers <johnf@addisonindependent.com>  
Sent: Thursday, September 03, 2020 2:11 PM 
To: Kathleen Ramsay <KRamsay@TownOfMiddlebury.org> 
Subject: Towns get new discretionary power on COVID matters 
 
 
Hi Kathleen: 
 
I'm working on a little story about the governor recently giving communities — especially college towns — more 
latitude in limiting gathering sizes and alcohol sales in order to stem possible local COVID outbreaks. 
Have town officials acknowledged this new power and discussed what would have to happen to trigger their imposition 
of new limits on gatherings/alcohol sales?   
Are you pleased the governor has vested this authority with communities like Middlebury? 
 
If you could respond by sometime this afternoon, that would be great... Deadline beckons (as usual)! 
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Best, 
 
 
 
John Flowers 
Senior Reporter 
Addison Independent 
(802) 388-4944 (Office) 


